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Spring 2013 
Dear Neighbor, 
 
While most people probably do not describe our annual village tax bill itself as good news, it really does reflect 
many good things that are happening around the community.  Let me tell you about some of them. 
 
First of all, our taxes continue to be relatively low.  This year the tax rate is very slightly lower than last year – 
it’s down a penny per $1000 of assessed valuation to $1.825 (from $1.835 last year).  That rate continues to be 
substantially lower than the amount paid by folks living in the Town of Nassau outside of our village to support 
the town’s highway effort.  Since we don’t pay into the town highway fund, our total taxes (counting all the real 
property-based taxes) are lower than they would be if we didn’t live in our village.  Just to be clear, I don’t 
mean that to be a negative commentary on the Town or the Town’s Highway Department – quite the contrary.  
The Town’s Highway Department does fine work with modest resources and the town has done a very good 
job of keeping our town tax rates low as well.  But our village size and community participation allows us to 
focus resources efficiently, providing excellent contracted services for our roads and allowing us to work on 
other programs while keeping expenses very low. 
 
Secondly, as a result of the efforts of many in the community and beyond, we now own the property that was 
the former Brainard Methodist Church on Route 20.  Work has begun to turn that property into our Bell Park, 
commemorating the church and its congregation that worshiped there for over 100 years and providing our 
community with its first municipal park area.  The village web site (www.villageofeastnassau.org/parks) has 
more information about the park effort, our current plans, and the many opportunities for everyone to chip in 
and help make our first park great. 
 
Thanks to an effort spearheaded by Trustee and Deputy Mayor Adam Acquario, plans are being made to 
enhance our community cohesiveness.  Our village is blessed with a very large land area.  But that blessing 
can make it difficult to realize the benefits of living in a village community.  To start, Adam has made 
arrangements to decorate the hamlet areas with flags for the summer which should both beautify the area as 
well as remind us all that we’re in the village.  More programs will be forthcoming – contact Adam with 
suggestions, ideas, or to volunteer to help! 
 
There are many other good things happening in our village to tell about.  Here are some “headlines”:   
neighbors step up to serve as new members of our Zoning Board of Appeals; formal training is held for our 
village boards to ensure their effectiveness; new staff is hired to lead our Public Works efforts; a project to 
record the voices and stories of our most senior citizens begins this summer; voice recordings of public village 
meetings are now on the web; a public Internet access point has been established at the village office.  And 
there is more, but I wanted to keep this note to one page.  This gives you an idea of some of our recent 
activities.  Feel free to come to our monthly meetings held on the second Wednesday every month (except 
April) at 7PM at the Hoags Corners Ambulance station or visit our web site (www.villageofeastnassau.org) or 
contact me or any of your village trustees for more information or to get involved. 
 
Best wishes for a safe and enjoyable summer season. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mitch Levinn 
Mayor 
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