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Spring 2014 
Dear Neighbor, 
 

The enclosed annual village tax bill represents the ongoing efforts of many people working to improve our 
village and strengthen our community.  Before I mention a little about a few of the efforts in progress, let me 
get the tax details out of the way.  Our tax rate increased by $0.01 (1¢) per $1,000 of assessed valuation: from 
$1.8247 to $1.8347 per $1,000, which brings the rate back to the level we had in the 2012-2013 budget (the 
rate went down by 1¢ last year).  This rate continues to reflect a substantial savings for our residents over the 
tax rate paid by Town of Nassau residents not in our village, since we do not pay into the fund that supports 
the town’s highway department (the town tax rate for the highway fund this year is $3.2548/$1,000).  Just from 
a financial perspective, the village is a bargain for our residents.  If all you care about is the financial bottom 
line, you can stop reading here knowing that your modest village government continues to save you money.   
 

But there is so much more than just the finances.  Yes, your funds are being efficiently managed.  But, more 
importantly, our community is improving.  Here are some current efforts underway: 
 

1. Building Department focus.  A main motivation for the formation of our village in 1998 was to allow a 
stronger local voice in land use decisions.  We have adopted land use regulations that reflect our priorities and 
desires for the future of our community.  A key part of exercising a local voice is implementing and adhering to 
local laws.  Our Building Department has a new leader and a renewed focus on helping all residents 
understand and comply with local and state building requirements.  In April, former Village Trustee Michael 
Lever was appointed to lead the department as our Code Enforcement Officer and since then Mike has helped 
many navigate the process of building and complying with local and state laws.  The long term result of his 
efforts should be a safer and more pleasant community for us all.  Check out the Building Department’s page 
on the village web site for updates and information including: when a building permit is needed, fees, and 
general building information or contact Mike at CEO@villageofeastnassau.org for questions or suggestions. 
 

2. Road surface improvements on Gardner Hill Road.  This project has been in planning for a year by 
our Public Works Superintendent Michael Dorr and our contractors and we are excited to see it finally come to 
fruition this summer.  For the village, this is an experiment to improve our unpaved roads.  We are applying a 
“double chip seal” surface on the excellent gravel base we have built over the years on Gardner Hill Road.  
This should provide a surface that is less expensive to maintain, improves the livability for residences along the 
road (by reducing dust), and is better able to handle extreme weather events.  If deemed a success, we will try 
to expand the effort to other unpaved roads in the future. 
 

3. Oral History Project.  Trustee Tom Kernan has organized an oral history project as a service to 
village citizens and as a gift to future generations from those living in the three hamlets comprising our village. 
Residents, especially those who have spent many years in our village, are urged to share their recollections 
of former times in our community. Trustee Tom Kernan acts as a facilitator for recording sessions which will 
eventually result in a library of local recordings available on our web site. 
 

No one likes to receive a tax bill, so writing a note to enclose with one seems like it could be a depressing task.  
But with so much good work being done in our village, the only hard part was deciding what to leave out to 
keep this to one page.  I don’t want to minimize the importance of actually paying your tax obligation, of course.  
But perhaps knowing that the collected funds are being used efficiently and that we can see the results around 
us in improved infrastructure and stronger community will make the burden of the taxes easier to bear. 
 

Best wishes for a safe and enjoyable summer season. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Mitch Levinn, Mayor 
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